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| My Lord, 

HE following Diſcourſe fall- 
ing of late by Accident into 
my Hands, and containing ſo 

fact a Draugbt of a Scheme which 

| Your Lordſhip appears. to be very 
ond of; as I judged that the reprint- 
ng it would be of ſome Service to the 

Prublick, ſo I was verily perſmaded 

Phat it would not be altogether unac= 

Feptable to your ſelf. Your Lord- 

ip bas given the World ſufficient 

Proof, bow far you have raiſed your 

E above thoſe little Prejudices, by 

| (hich Men of leſs Courage, and a 
Pore confin'd Genius are apt to be diſ- 

earten'd ; you have told us long ago, 

A 2 Ho 
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how little it weig hs with you, that 
Doctrines * cen eſpouſed by In- 
dependents, Anabaptiſts, aud 
Men of the like unpopular Caſt : And iu. 
upon this Foot alone I might offer this 
Diſcourſe to your Lordſhip, in full y. 
A(ſarance that I ſbould not diſpleaſe} 
you. But were it otherwiſe, yet I ſhould Ye 
not deſpair ; For = Lordſhip, I 
preſume, amongſt all your Virtues does 
ſtill retain ſuch a Tintture of Hu- 
manity, as not to Diſdain your! 
own Image and Likenels in hom - 
ſoever you behold it. v 
It is not my Deſign at this time til 
enter into any Debate with your Lord-W 
ſbip concerning the Truth of your Prin 
ciples. That has been already under- i 
talen, and doubtleſs will be perſuell 
by much abler Hands. It ſball ſuffichr 
me nakedly to ſet before your Eyes ons 
wa, many Tears ago, a it were, prof” 
phericall 


— 
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it Phetically anticipated what pour 
= Lordſhip bas again revealed to us 
A theſe Days; one, who not only 
1d eugbt the very ſame Dottrines which 
his ſhur Lordſhip now teaches, but de- 
ullfended them with the very ſame Ar- 
ſe @uments with which your Lordſbip has 
ld Gefended them. One, who decryd all 
Human Authority in Religion, 
1:5 an Uſurpation of the Prero- 
u-Sative of Chriſt, and condemm d (even 
ar in your own Words) the mingling 
m- In any fort the Kingdoms of this 
World with the Kingdom of 
„Thriſt, as derogatory to the Honour 
d- ud Soverctgnty of our great Lord 

-in-@nd Maſter. Thoſe who will conſider 
ler- ben theſe Dottrines were preached, 
ſuei@vbat fort of Men they were who 
ffqpreached them, and what bappen'd in 
ou bis Kingdom about that Time, will 
xroFerbaps be led to fee into the true 
ally Tenden- 


———— — — 


1 TJEUTCATION, 


Tendency of them, better than by a bun; 


ared Arguments of another Natur 


And if this Specimen ſbould not bag,” 


the ſame good Effect upon your Lord 


ſbip, it will at leaſt be thus far ſer | 


viceable, that if your Lordſbip be rex 
ſolv'd Lo perſ! Ue JOUT Deſign of collect 
ing Authorities, you will hereby bg 
enabled to judge amongſt which Set 
of REFORMERS you are moſt like 
ly to find them. | 
There are but two Things more with 


which I ball trouble your Lordſbipy 


The firſt is that I deſire you not thy 


imagine that I condemn ever 
thing ia th Sermon, any more than 
I approve every thing in that a 


your Lordſbip g. In particular, I mul 
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beſeech you to believe that Ido 10 
differ with this Author when be (peak 
againſt PERSECUTION. No; | 
dcteſt and abbor it whereſoever ith 
reigus 


Dedication. vi 
ions ; but then, as I make a great 
TAS; ference between that which is tru- 


wh Perſecution, and | that which your 
4rd 'p is ſometimes pleas d. to call 
T1 :hat Name, fo Jam far from 
7e 


king. that the ſame Arguments that 
4 bold againſt the ont, will alſo bold 
Moinſt the other. Our Author you'll 
et has made uo Diſtinction at all be- 
Le peen theſe two Caſes; bit jumbled them 
Wether, in a manner ſo peculiar to 
har Lord ſbjp,that _ this, as well 
1% upon many other Accounts, be has 
 Irited a Name, which, not being 


r poſed to Ratlery, I forbear to 


Huntion. 

+ 0 The other thing which I would 

muvertiſe Your Lordſhip of is, that 

nos Diſcourſe 1s entirely the Author's ; 

a is there any Difference between 

and the old Copy from whence 1 
mſcribed it, but only that I bave 


r 1 
gs omitted 


. —  -— 


/H1 JEUICALION. 


omitted ſeveral Repetitions, and uſ 
leſs. Digreſſions, which would ha 
been diſguſtful to the Taſt of this PM 
lite Age. By this means I * 1 
Diſcourſe will bear the peruſal ; an 
I now ſubmit to your Lordſbip's a 
the Reader's Conſideration. | 


I am, 


My Lord, 
Your Lordſhip's, & 
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, Hebrews ix. x. 


J—lntil the time of Reformation, 


HE Natural Min (ſaith Paul) knows not 
the things of the Spirit, neither can he, for 
they are ſpiritually diſcerned, 1 Cor. 2. 14. 
And hence it hath come to paſs that the 
Things of God and his Spirit have been fo groſſy 
and dangerouſly miſtaken by the World and the 
arnal Church. For all the ſpiritual Things of God 
ey have underſtood carnally, and have apprehend- 
the whole Scriptures not according to God's Mind, 
Wit according to their own ; not according to the 
Inſe of 7he Spirit, but according to the Senſe of the 
F#/h. They have underſtood the Church, the King- 
Pm of God in the World carnally. The Laws of 
carnilly, the Liberties of it carnally : The Power, 
-thority, Government, Cc. of it, all carnally. And 
us was Antichriſt's Kingdom firſt ſet up, and 
us 1t hath been kept up, and continued, even by 
carnal Underſtanding of the Scriptures. 
And as they underſtand all other Things of God's 
ingdom carnaliy, ſo alſo the Reformation of it; and 
Pere are not greater and groſſer Miſtakes about 
Ri of the Things of God than about this; Men 
agining the Reformation of the Church, which is 
| A altoge- 
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altogether a ſpiritual and heaven Ring dom, after the 
Manner of the Reformation of worldly St ate 
and Commonmealths, which only ſtands in ont. 
ward Things, and is brought to paſs by humay 
Councels, and human Power. Now becauſe this ii 
not only a groſs, but a general Error in all forts og 
People, I ſhall endeavour at this time, accordingWi 
to the good Hand of God with me, to repreſent ii 
{ome Goſpel Light, to this Honourable and Chriſti 
Auditory, the true Reformation of the Church of 
the New Teſtament: And bleſſed is he who ſhall 
not be offended at it. 1 
For the better underſtanding of the Words be 
fore us, we mult read the Context. The firſt 74 
bernacle was a Figure for the time then preſent, in hid 
were offered both Gifts and Sacrifices, that could nd 
make him that did the Service perfect, as pertaining 1 
the Conſcience, which ſtood only in Meats and Drinks,an 
divers Waſhings and carnal Ordinances, impoſed on thell 
"till the time of Reformation. In which Words tht 
Apoſtle ſhews the Imperfection of the Worſhip of ti 
old Law, becauſe it ſtood in outward Rites and (War 
remonies, and ſo could not make him that uſq 
them perfect, as pertaining to his Conſcience. An 
therefore God did not impoſe theſe Things oa 
the Church to continue for ever; but only until ii. 
time wherein all things were to be reformed. An 
then all that outward Religion was to be aboliſi 
ed. Now if the Law of Moſes could not mai 
Men perfect as pertaining to the Conſcience, mul 
leſs can any nem Laws invented zow. And if a 
ſuch Laws ſhould be impoſed on the People! 
God now, the Goſpel hath the ſame Strength in 
ſelf to make them void as the former; and al 
the ſame Ground from them, becauſe all ſuc 


Law: 
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the 2 
ateYaws and Ordinances deviſed by Men, cannot 
out hake them that obey and practice them perfect, 
mai pertaining to the Conſcience, and therefore are 
lis ii to be at an End when the time of Reformation 


'S 0@QMmes. 
dine rf you ask me when this time of Reformation 
it is; I anſwer, it was when Chriſt came. In the 
ſtiaWe of e Law there were (as has been ſaid) out- 
h rd Duties, Performances, Ceremonies, Sacrifices, 
ſhall firict Laws to enjoyn the Obſervation of theſe 
Hings, carrying along with them the Severity of 
s beWath. And yet notwithſtanding all this, the Peo- 
# 74 remained inwardly corrupt, filthy, and unclean, 
whica without any true Reformation before God, till 
d ndei/t, who was God in the Fleſh, came with the 
ing Viſtration of the Spirit; and then indeed was the 
ks ane of Reformation. 
t hei The thing then the Spirit would have us take 
ds thiWtice of in theſe Words, is this, That the time 
of ii be Goſpel is the time of Reformation. For our 
nd Me orderly Proceeding in which Point, we will 
t ulaErve this Method: 
An rſt, Show what true Goſpel Reformation is, and 
gs it is qualified ; that ſo you may the better 
ntil ii inguiſh it from Political and Eccleſiaſtical Re- 


, AnFWation. (Now both theſe J joyn together, be- 
bolilWWe the Carnal Church hath always intereſted and 
t mal led it ſelf with the Power of the World, as be- 
„ mu able to do nothing without it.) 
if anfſÞecond/y, I will endeavour to ſhew to whoſe 
:ople = the Work of Goſpel Reformation is com- 
th in 1 
ind al-:rd/y, By what means he, to whoſe Hands it 
al ſußzommitted, brings it about. * 

La, I will ſhow what true Goſpel Reformation 


» 18 
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is, and how qualified. Now true Goſpel Reform, 
tion is, the taking away and deſtroying the Bod 


. 


of Sin out of the Faithful and Ele&, by the Pre 


ſence and Operation of the Righteouſneſs of Gol 
dwelling in their Hearts by Faith. This the Bl 


vangelical Prophet 1/aiah deſcribeth, Chap. 1. J. 
27. Tion ſhall be redeemed with Judgment, and A 


Converts with Righteouſneſs. And therefore you 


how groſly they are miſtaken, who take Goſpel N 
formation to be the making of certain Laws ai 


Conſtitutions by the ſacred Power, or Clergie i 
external Conformity in outward Duties of outwal 


Worſhip and Government, and to have theſe ca 


firmed by Civil Sanftions, and enforced upon MY 


by Secular Power; when in the mean time all thi 


inward Corruption and Sin they brought wi 


them into the World, remains in their Hearts ad 


Natures, as it did before. a 
You ſee in general what Gofpe! Reformation | 


and that it is a clear different thing from Ci 


Eccleſiaſtical. Now in the next place, let us 


how this Goſpel Reformation is qualified, where 


the Difference between this and the other, vi 


appear yet more clearly, And, 


1. It is a ſpiritual Reformation. For as W$-4 


Kingdom of Chriſt is a ſpiritual Kingdom, of 
the Things that belong to it are ſpiritual Thin 


and ſo the Reformation of it. A carnal Refornfl 


tion is not ſuitable to a ſpiritual Kingdom. | 
now the Reformation of the Civil-Ecclefraſh 
State is but a carnal Reformation, wrought by 
Power of Fleſh and Blood, and ſtands in outs 
and fi-/fbly Things, as you ſhall preſently ſee. 

2. It is an ward Reformation. For as 
Kjnzdom of God is an inward Kingdom. So 

| | Refo 
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deformation that belongs to it is an inward Refor- 
ation; and therefore it does not much bufie and 
Wrouble it ſelf about outward Forms, ot external Con- 


GoWormity, but only minds the reforming of the Heart: 
he And when the Heart à right with God, the out- 
. P:pard Form cannot be amiſs. And therefore faith 
2d iOhriſt touching the Worſhip of the New Teſta- 
ou gent: God is a Spirit, and they that worſhip him, 
el Ruff worſhip him in Spirit, and in Truth; but ſpeaks 


ot one Word of any outward Form. But now 


ie FC rvil-Ecclefraſtical Reformation is only outward, it 
:twiWuſies it {elf in reforming the outward Man in ont- 
e cor Things; and ſo is very induſtrious and ela- 
1 Morate about outward Forms, outward Orders, out- 


MWrard Government, outward Confeſſion, and outward 
Practice; and thinks if thele be put into ſome 
Hand ſomeneſs and Conformity, they have brought 
About an excellent Reformation. So this Reforma» 
ion is like that Reformation of the Scribes and Pha- 
iſees, notorious Hypocrites; it makes a Man clean 


; us Myutwardiy with an outward Confeſſion of Faith, when 
heregp-waraly he is all filthy thro? Vnbelief; and whites 
r, Mhim over with a few hand/ome Forms of Worſhip, 
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hen inwardly he is full of Inor ance of God and 
r as MAtheiſm. Now if any ask; But muſt there be no 


„ Change of oatward Things in the Reformation of 
ThioWie Goſpel ? I anſwer; yes, an outward Change 
eforiſſthat flows from an inward ; but not an outward 
1. hange without an inward; much leſs an outward 
leſia Change to inforce an inward. | 


3. It is a thorow Reformation, for it reforms the 
outiW@pvho!e Man, both inward and outward, and outward 


ce, and inward, yea, the inwardeſt of the inward Man; 
as and not only the Operations of the Soul in the 

So Pody, but of the Soul in ir ſelf. But Civil. Eccle- 
Reſo 


—_ ſuſtica 
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P 


fraſtical Reformation reforms by Halfs; it reaches they 
Body, and orders that, but attains not to the Soul, 
much leſs to the Spirit of the Mind. Again; Goſpel} 
Reformation reforms Sin wholly as well as the Man; 
it reforms a Man, not only of oatward Sins, but offs 
inward, even of all the evil Deſires of the Fleſh,l 
and of the Mind. But now Civil. Eccleſiaſtical Re. 
formation reforms Sin by halfs, as well as the Man; 
and fo only reforms outward and groſs Sins; but 
the greateſt Part of Sin it leaves ſtill within, as 
it Was. | 
4. It is a powerful and mighty Reformation. No 
Sin, Luſt, Corruption, tho? never ſo mighty, is a. 
ble to reſiſt this Work of God by the Goſpel, but 
it makes the whole Body of Sin, and the whole 

Kingdom of the Devil flee in Pieces before it. The) 
Power of God in creating and redeeming the Elec 
may as well be reſiſted, as the Power of God ing 
reforming them. For it is a Power above all Powet 
that God puts forth in this Work, and ſo is not to 
be made void by any Creature. But now as this 
Goſpel! Reformation is mighty, ſo Civil-Eccleſiaſtica 
is weak, For as the former hath the Power of Goal 
engaged in it, ſo this /atter hath only the Power 
of Man. IT appeal to all that are ſpiritual what 
Heart or Nature was ever changed by this ſort 0 
Reformation? For there is that Corruption in the 
Heart of every Man, that is able to ſtand out a- 
gainſt all the Reformation that all the Power oi 
the World can undertake. And ſo Reformation: 
managed hy the mightieſt and ſevereſt Powers o 
Mea, 1s weak as Water, ia this Buſineſs of changing 
Natares, and can only change ſome outward Form 
and Poſtures, and the like, leaving in the mean 
time a Man's Nature the ſame it was before. 10 
, It 
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5. It is a conſtant Reformation; a Reformation 


Which, being once begun, is never intermitted till 
be perfected. For as long as God's Nature 


ſpel wells in ours, it will be reforming our Nature to 
an ſelf, *till it be altogether like it. But now Civil. 
t olcclefraſtical Reformation at firſt makes a great 
h Hoife and Tumult in the World, and after lies as 


las a Stone. It brings Men to certain outward 
lers and Conformities, and then runs round as a 
7, and goes no farther. It changes ſome out- 
„asg Works only, leaving Nature the fſelf-lame as it 
Was, as you have heard. Now where the Works 
NoWe contrary to Nature, Nature by degrees ( the 
is . NMeward Power being taken away) returns to its own 
butWourſe again, and puts an End to theſe Works; 
hole d ſo there is an End of that Reformation. 
The And thus you ſee what Goſpel! Reformation is, and 
let Bw qualified, whereby you ſee it clearly differen- 
d ing from Civil-Eccleſiaſtical Reformation. I pro- 
Wer ed now to ſhow : 
ot to Secondiy, To whoſe Hand this Work of Refor- 
s this ation is committed. Now that is only to Jeſus 
ticaſſpriſt, the great and only Magiſtrate in the King- 
| Goin of God. He is Dominus fac totum (as they ſay :) 


owerI only is to do all that is done in the Church of 
what@þd. For, 


"rt O81. God hath committed the Care of the Churches 
in theormation to Chriſt only, and to no body elle. 
put af things are given to me of my Father, ſaith Chriſt ; 
ver ond the Church above all other things. 


nation 2. Chriſt hath taken this Care upon himſelf out 


vers oi Obedience to his Father, and Love to his Church. 
.ngingWt of Obedience to his Father: For he ſaith, I came 
Form to do my own Will, but the Will of him that ſent 


meal 


And this is the Will of him that ſent me, that 4 
10 | 
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Wt all that he hath given me T ſhould loſe none. Out of 
Wi Love to his Church. For ſuch is the Love of Chriif 
to his Church, that he doth not only give hin 
ſelf for us to redeem us, but alſo gives himſelf 1M, 

us to reform Us. * 

3. This Work of Reformation is only ſaitable th 

Wl and convenient for Chriſt the Head, as having f 

near and dear Intereſt in his Body the Churci, 

And ſo he is full of Love and Bowels, and tende 

1 Compaſſion to the Church; he will not deal roagi 

1 ly, ruggealy, and boiſteroaſly with the Saints; 

1 will not grieve them, and vex them, and crul 
them to pieces; but he being their Head, wil; 
deal meekly and gently with them. But whe 
Strangers, whoſe the Church is not, ſet upon ra 
forming, What havock do they make of tly 
Church of God? How do they wound and threy 

ten, and puniſh and deſtroy it, and have no ra 
gard at all to the weak, infirm, forrowful Saint 
that are wreſtling with many Doubts, Fears, 
gonies, Corruptions, Temptations, ?cill they af 
overtaken with the Shadow of Death ? | 

4. Chriſt is only ale for this Work; for ti, 
Reformation of the Church is as great a Work i, 
the Redemption of it, and he only that could 

f the one, can do the other. He muſt needs be 6 

| in the Fleſh that muſt reform the Fleſh ; none el 

can do it. None but the Power of God, and VE 

dom of God, and the Righteouſneſs of God, whil 
is Jeſus Chriſt, can reform the Church which 

the Kingdom of God: And the Power, Wiſdoy 
and Righteouſneſs of Men have zo Place at all hel 
except they will tarn the Power, Wiſdows , aa 

Righteouſneſs of God out of his Office. And the 

tore Honourable and Beloved, I ſay to you, touqh 

' 
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ut Aung the Work of the Reformation of the Sprriraal 
bril ſemple of the New Teſtament, as God once ſaid to 
him. vid, touching the building of the Material Tem- 
It e of the O44 7; eſtament, 1 King. 8.18. Whrreas it 

as in thine Heart to build an Houſe to my Name, 
le pou didſt well that it was in thine Heart. Neverthe- 
=; thou ſhalt not build the Houſe, but thy Son that 
Wl come out of thy Loins, he ſhall baild an Houſe 
ö my Name. And elſewhere he renders the 
Weaſon of it; becauſe, ſaith he, 7hou haſt been 4 


an of War, and haſt ſhed much Blood, So ſay I 
cru you touching this Work of Reformation, you 
4 id well, that it was in your Hearts to reform the 
hh 


Wingdomot God, and the Spiritual Church which 
n 14S Chriſt's own dear Body; nevertheleſs you ſhall 


t t reform it; for you have been Men of War, that 
thre =, you have managed a great and mighty War, 
no gæinſt great and mighty Enemies, and have thed 
Jain uch Blood ; For the Lord hath given you the 
r5, Mecks of your Enemies, and have ſubdu'd them 


der you that roſe up againſt you, and you have 
d chem down as Mire in the Streets. And 
Werefore you ſhall not do this Work, bur Chriſt 
Kk e Prince of Peace, he ſhall reform the Church of 
ud od, ſeeing this is not a Work of human Might 
be 6 Strength, but of the Spirit; ſeeing Chriſt a- 
Me is able for it, as being the Son of God, and 
nd Wil to God. 

Chriſt then being the Perſon, to whoſe Hand 
one the Work of Reformation is committed, we 
uſt now ſee, | 

Thirdly, By what means he brings this Refor- 
ation about: And theſe are two, viz. The Word 
d the Spirit. The firſt means is the Word: By 
Which Chriſt doth all that ever he doth ia his 
| C | King- 


10 Right Reformation, &c. 
Kingdom; but Antichriſt dorh all things Wine 
the Word, even by the Decrees and Conſtituteoms of 
Men. Now as Chriſt doth all other things in the 
Church by the Word, ſo he reforms ioo. Aud 
therefore when he comes to reform the Church, 
he comes with no worldly Power or Weapons, but on 
ly with the Word in bis MoutnLn. 

And when he was to leave the World, be ent 
his Diſciples to carry on the Work of Reterma- 
tion, as he himſelf had begun it, not with chef 
n of the World, but with the Pane, of th 
Word. He ſent them forth, not with any Power 
of Swords, or Guns, or Priſons to reform the 
World, or with any Power of States or Armies; 
but ſent forth poor illiterate Mechanick Men, and 
only armed them with the Power of the Word, and} 
behold what Wonders they wrought by that Power 
alone ! They turned the World upſide down; they 
changed the Manners, Cuſtoms, Religion, Wor} 
ſhip, Lives, and Natures of Men. They carried" 
all Oppoſitions and Difficulties before them; they 
won many in moſt Kingdoms unto Chriſt, and 
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" brought them into willing Subjection and Obe- 
"a dience to him. All this, E fay, they did, not with 
1 any earthly or ſecular Power, but U the Miniftryl 1 
4 of the Goſpel alone, Chriſt's great and only In- 


ſtrument, for the conquering, ſubduing, and re· 
forming of Nations. q 
And thus you ſee how the Word is one; Means 
Chriſt uſeth for Reformation; And this. Word on- 
ly works a right Reformation. For this reform 
truly and indzed ; whereas all other Powers reform 
but #2 Appearance. The outward Power of th 
Horld may ſet up an Image of Reformation, but i 
is the Word only that can work true 2 
n 
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Right Reformation, &c. 11 
utW And therefore, let us learn to rely on the Word 
ol Ir the Reformation of the Church. For this 1s 
he uch for the Honour of che brd, when we can 
ad ect the Power of che World, and leave the whole 
ch, rt of Reformation to it alone; As on the con- 
ry it is a great Diſhonour to God and his Word, 

ien Men dare not rely on the Word alone to re- 
m the Church, but will needs be calling in the 
er of the World, as if the Power of the Word 
e not / Hicient. 24 | 
WT he other Means which Chriſt uſeth for Refor- 
Wtion is the Sprit. For the Spirit accompanies 


thel& Mord in the Miniſtry of the Goſpel , and there- 
ig; Ie the Gel is called the Miniſtration of the Spirit. 
andi che Ja there was the Letter without the Spi- 


and ſo that could do nothing: But in the Goſ- 
wer the Word and the Spirit are always joy ned, 
therefore, ſaith Chriſt, The Words that I ſpeat, 
are Spirit, and they are Life, i. e. They come 
Im the Spirit, and carry Spirit with them. And 
Spirit that is preſent in the Word of the Gol- 
and works in it, and is given by it, reforms 
phtily, and therefore it is called the Spirit of 
with enent and Burning. And the Lord looking to 
time of Reformation, promiſed long before to 
7 as his Spirit upon all Fleſh, and ſo to reform 

re- a | | 
| And thus you ſee the Means that Chriſt uſeth to 
feansMrk this Reformation; and theſe are the only 
d on-F$405- Yea, but (you'll ſay) I hope you will 
forma w Secular Power too: May not the Spiritual 
form of Chriſt be reformed with world!y and ſe- 
f thr Power? I anſwer, by no means, and that 
but iithele Cauſes, viz. 


And, C3 2. Force 


Right Reformation, &c. 


* K 4 ——_— 


1. Forceable Reformation is unbeſeeming th 


Goſpel ; for the Goſpel is the Goſpel of Peace, an 
nor of Force and Fur). Alld iuiurefore iglent Re 


formers live in Contradiction to the Goſpel e 
Peace, and cannot truly be reckoned Chriſtian 
but Enemies to Chriſtianity, fith Chriſtianity dot! 
all by the Power of the Anoynting ; but Antichriſt 
anity doth all by the Power of the World. | 
2. Forceable Reformation is wn/aitable to Chri 
Kingdom: For ChriſPs Kingdom ſtands in the Sj 
rit, and the Force of Fleſhand Blood can contribut 
no hing to this. 

3. By this forceable Reformation human Inſtit 
tion is ſet up: For the Power of the World reforn 
by the Prudence of the World; and Men nev( 
uie human Power in the Church; but they fi 
make haman Lams in it: And ſo by this meanst 
Authority of Men is made to have Power in t 
Things of God, which is a great Diſhonour of G 
and his Authority. 

4. It brings Men to ind Obedience, and mall t] 
them obey what is commanded on Pain of Pun 
ment, tho? they know nor whether it be right 
wrong. And the more outward and violent Poy 
is uſed upon Men, the more of this kind of 
bedience you ſhall have. When Men ſhall ſee No 

4 ſons and Baniſpments, and Loſs of Goods and Dei 
* walking up and down the Kingdom for Refornlff o: 
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tion, you ſhall have them ſay, Sir, we will believe W in 
do even 4s it pleaſeth you: We will believe as 
State pleaſeth, or as the Council pleaſeth; | 
thus by Fear and Puniſhment may Men be brou 
to ſay and do that which they neither believe 
underſtand ; and how acceptable ſuch Po 
Faith and Obedience is unto God, all Spiri 

| | Chriſt 
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2 


th Cnriſtians know, and every Man's Conſcience, me- 
and chinks, ſhould be convinced. 
Re F. It makes Men Hẽpocrites and not Saints; it 
e forceth the Boch, and leaves the Heart as it was; 
an for the Heart cannot be forced by outward Power, 
JotWbut by the inward Efficacy of the Truth. Now 
riſti the Hearts of Men being corrupt, what are all out- 
ward Duties they are forced to, bur ſo much Hypo- 
rig? So that forceable Reformation makes only 
SY Hypocrites and guilded Sepulchres, putting a Form 
wu of Godlineſs upon the outward Man, when there 
is no Power ot Godlineſs in the inner Man, but a 
it Power of Ungodlineſs. 
ormll 6. It cauſes Diſturbances and Tumulis in the 
nev World, when Men are forced by outward Power to 
y ff act againſt their inward Principles in the Things of 
ns t God. A Man when he fins not againſt the State, 
in i may juſtly ſtand for his States Freedom; and to de- 
t GE prive a Man of his States Liberty for the Ring- 
dom of Chriſt's ſake, as it cauſeth Diſturbances in 
mall the World: So let any Man ſhew me any ſuch 
Puni thing in the Goſpel. 
igt 7. Chriſt «ſeth no ſuch outward Force himſelf; 
Po for he is meek and /owly in Spirit, and not boiſtrous 
| of ¶ and furious in the Fleſh, He never uſed the Power 
of the World, but did all by the Power of the Word. 
d Dei Nor did he command his Apoſtles to uſe any ſuch 
efor outward Power ; yea, he reproveth them for diſcover- 
lieve ing ſuch a Prelatical and Antichriſtian Spirit, as to 
e 4s puniſh Men for not receiving him. Lake 9. Chrift 
therefore approveth not this way. He impoſeth no 
brouſ other Puniſhment on them that would not hear the 
lie ve Church, than that he ſhould be reckoned as a Hea- 
P en. Teacheth us, after exce or twice Admonition, 


tO 


[ 
4| 
: 
Fry 
' - 
* 
10 
14 
0 
1 
1 
1 
0 
} 
6 b 
"ih 
: ” 
1 
0 
-4 
Fit- : 
* 
* 
| 


6 
If 


* 


I, Rigbt Reformation, &c. 


to avoid an Heretick, But not one Word of ont 

ward corporal Puniſhment in all the Goſpel. 
All theſe things ſhew that worldly Power hath 
no place at all in the Reformation of the Goſpel. 
But may a Chriſtian then live as he liſt ? No,-byf 
no means; for he bath the Word and Spirit in him 
to keep him from living as he liſt ; and he knowy 
that no Man in God's Kingdom may live as 9 
wills, but as God wills. But would you have no 
Law? No Laws in God's Kingdom but God's 
Laws; and theſe are a thouſand times better than 
all the Laws of Men. But would you have nol 
Government ? Yes; but the Government of Chrit 
the Head, and the Holy Ghoſt the Spirit, in andy 
over the Church the Body. They that would go. 
vern the faithful, the Members of Chriſt's own 
Body, make themſelves the Head of thoſe Mem- 
bers; and fo Antichriſt may as well be found ing; 
a Combination of Men, as in one ſingle Perſon. 
But would you have no Order? Les, the beſt that. 
is; even ſuch an Order as is in the Body of Chriſt ;$. 
where every Member is placed by Chriſt, and, 
none by it ſelf. The Order of the Spiritual Church 
is a Spiritual Order, and not a Carnal. But would: 
you have Six ſuffered? No; but more truly andes 
throughly deſtroyed than any Power of the World 
can deſtroy it; even by the Spirit of Judgment ani 
Burning. But would you have ſinners ſuffered! 
No, but puniſhed more ſeverely than any PowersWu 
of the World can puniſh them. For he ſhall ſmniteſſha 
the Earth with the Rod of his Mouth, and with th 
Breath of his Lips be ſball ſlay the wicked. As fo 
thoſe. that are outwardly wicked, the Magiſtrate ie 
to keep them in order for the quiet of the my { 
E « 


C. 5 
«tÞ having Power: over their Ferſons, Eſtates and 
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e 1 


ves. i 
ith Becauſe I would not be over- long, I ſhall pro- 
el. ed no farther in this Diſcouoſe. But being brought 
by{Wher by an unexpected Providence, I ſfrall crave 
im perty to ſpeak a few Words to you in behalf 
God's Kingdom: As, * 2 
. That as coniſt's Ningdom and the MNingdoms 
no- be World are diſtinct; fo you would be pleaſed 
W keep them ſo; and not mingle them together 
r elves, nor ſuffer others to do it, to the great 
nofW1udice of Bobw. 
i. That you would be pleaſed to think that 
and,, Kingdom (which i not of this World) hath 
go-Wicient Power in it ſelf to manage all the Affairs 
wot, without ſtanding in need of any Aid or Help 
lem n the World; ſeeing the Power of Maz is of 
d ia place or aſe in the Kingdom of God, which is not 
(on. ¶emporal, or an Eccleſiaſtical Dominion, but a 
that: al. | | 
riſt . That you would be pleaſed to ſuffer the 4 
and lings of the Saints, both publickly and private- 
urch Occaſion ſerves; and that you would take heed 
ouldſſhattering thoſe Churches that meet in the Name 
andy Spirit of Jeſus Chrift, (Which are Chriſt's own 
ring together,) leſt Chriſt fo ſcatter you a- 
, that you never be gathered together again. 
FTbat Fon take heed you do nothing to the 
wersWudice of the Faithful. God's own People, as 
[mit path warned you by the Spirit, ſaying; Touch 
th thiprine Anointed; and do my Prophets no harm. 'Fhis' 
\s fore hath been miſerably miftaken ; for the Kings 
rate Ve Earth and the Clergy have ſhared it between 
$:ateFpielves ; whereas indeed it belongs to neither; 
God's Anointed are the Faithful, that are 4- 
| C 4 ö nointed 
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the Nation (if there be no Remedy) you may 


Rigbt Reformation, Kc. 


mointed with the Spirit, the Oil 1 of G Gol, and ſoa ſo ar 
anointed 4s Chriſt was anointed. 
5. And laſtly; Take heed that you do not bio 
der the free Paſſage of the Goſpel; When G0 
hath put his Spirit into the Hearts of Men, tak 
heed how you reſiſt the Word of God in thoſe Men 
Mouths ; for the Word in the meaneſt Inſtrumen 
can never be reſiſted, but will carry All before! 
And therefore, when I ſee the generality of Pes 
ple of all ſorts riſe. up againſt the Miniſtration (7 
the Spirit: I am then exceedingly diſtreſſed an 
pained at the very Heart for thee, O England! FG 
thou that daſhelt againſt the Spirit of the Goſpe 
how ſhalt thou be daſhed in Pieces thy ſelf, an 
there ſhall be no healing for thee ! I could hope fe 
Peace again, and good Days ſuddenly in this Kin: 4 
dom, but for this Sin of the Contempt and opp 
ſing the Goſpel; and this makes my Hopes eve 
at an End, and the Day of my Fear is come fon 
upon me + 
But oh! You Honoarable and beloved Ch 
ſtians, let not your Soul enter into thoſe Menss 
crets, neither yet walk in their open and publ. 
Ways; for Ruin and Deſtruction are in the” 
Paths, and the Way of Peace they ſhall ner 
know, ſeeing God is about to enter into Conti 
verſy with all Fleſh, for their riſing up agait 
the Miniſtration of the Spirit. And therefore 
wiſe here, I beſeech you, that in the Shattering 


kept together as a bleſſed Remnant, à hope 
Seed of the following Generation. De 


N 
Aud thus much unto you rom. ke 
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